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Church, which declares the infallibility of the Scrip-
tures. His plea is that this infallibility is everywhere
assumed. He refuses to measure what he considers
the moral obligation by the legal one. In our judg-
ment subscription could be no hardship to Mr. Clark
so long as he believes that the Scriptures really con-
tain a revelation from God. JSTo law, either divine or
human, binds his conscience to any infallibility but
this.

As to patronage and the present saleable condition
of Church property, it is impossible that it can con-
tinue much longer in the face of the searching inquiry
which must soon be made into the condition of all our
national institutions. If it cannot be stopped, dis-
establishment is sure to be the other alternative, and
disendowment with a far less dowry than was given
to the Irish Church. The root of the evil is not the
illegal transfer of livings, but 'the legalised mode of
selling advowsons and next presentations. It would
be better for the Church either that' no sale was legal,
or that no sale was illegal. The restrictions only place
difficulties in the way of conscientious men. Let it
all be legal, and then men will know what they ought
to do. Or, better still, let it all be illegal. Let the
patronage of all livings be vested, as far as possible,
in the parishioners, and laws laid down by which they
are to be governed in their choice. The Church of
England wants nothing more than to be cast on the
people. When the Archbishop of Canterbury said
lately that the laity were represented in the Church
by having so much patronage in their hands, ho
seemed to us las one that mocked.' Patronage, in